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The Choices Program 

 

 



Explore the Past… Shape the Future 

To empower young people 
with the skills, knowledge, 
and habits necessary to be 
engaged citizens who are 
capable of addressing 
international issues with 
thoughtful public discourse 
and informed decision 
making. 

Our Mission 



Teaching Social Studies, 1973 



•Most significant questions in history (and 

geography) have multiple/conflicting answers; 

students must be able to sift through and evaluate 

multiple sources and viewpoints.   

 

•The who, what, when and where are (usually) not 

debatable, but the WHY, the HOW and the SO WHAT 

are perpetually open to reinterpretation. 

 

•An American public that doesn’t know and doesn’t 

care is a dangerous thing! 
 

Core Beliefs: 



 

 

 

 

                          

  

  

“Traditional lectures and traditional 
assessment are increasingly regarded as 
major obstacles to good teaching.” 

“Authentic assessment measures 
student learning by their ability to 
evaluate documents or develop an 

argument based on interpreting data, 
not just recalling information.” 

According to the American Historical 
Association…… 



Aligns With Common Core  



Formats 



21ST C SKILLS 

 

 



How was the 
decision to invade 

Iraq in 2003 
made? 

What factors 
should drive U.S. 
decisions about 

foreign aid? 

Why did Brazil’s 
transition from 

military  
to democracy 

succeed? 

Why did the 
Truman 

administration 
drop the atomic 

bomb? 

Make Complex International Issues Understandable and 
Meaningful for Students 



Choices at a Glance 

40 Curriculum Units 

 

 

Web Resources Support Units 
 Almost 1,000 Scholars Online videos 

 “Teaching with the News” lessons 

Professional Development 
 Webinars & Leadership Summer 

Institute  

Current 
Issues 

Historical 

http://choices.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7f9892a0a1c9a0f456b6bd94b&id=5766033239&e=Ka68opJREu


 

 

Current Issues Series 2 Parts 

What Should Be the 
U.S. Role in the Middle 

East? 

Essential 

Question 

The Middle East in Transition: 
Questions for U.S. Policy 

 

Student Text  

 
Teacher 

Resource Book 



Unit Structure 

Hint:  
 

Use  
Scholars 
Online  

& 
Teaching 
With the 

News! 
 
 

Introduce the issue 
and its historical 
background 

Analyze the issue, policy 
options and values and 
conduct role play 

Students articulate their 
own option or reflect on the 
significance of decisions 
made 



The Middle East 



Part I: Provides a brief overview of the history of US 
involvement in the Middle East since World War I. 

Part II:  Looks at the critical issues facing the US in the 
Middle East today:  oil trends, regional security (Iran & 
Iraq), the Arab-Israeli conflict, political Islam, Egypt, and 
Syria. 

Part III: Presents four options for the future of the US 
role in the Middle East. 

 

Student Readings 



Teacher Resource Book 

Support Materials 

 Reading Strategies and 
Suggestions 

 Key Terms 

 Issues Toolbox 

 Integration Tips 

 Two Levels of Study Guides 



• Map Interpretation Skills 

• Visual Literacy 
Geography  of  Middle East  

• Map Interpretation Skills 

• Visual Literacy 
The Partition of Palestine 

• Persuasive Techniques  and Point of View 

•  Critical Thinking  
Views From the Middle East 

• Testing Hypotheses The Iranian Revolution 

• Critical Thinking 

• Collaboration 
Options Role Play Activity  

• Critical Thinking 

• Textual Analysis 
Middle East Through Literature 

• Global Awareness Coping With Crisis 

Skills Highlighted 



1. Geography of Middle East 

 SKILLS:  Map interpretation, 
drawing conclusions. 

 Deals with both human and 
physical characteristics of the 
region.  

 

Focus question:  How has the geography of the 

Middle East impacted its history? 



2. The Partition of Palestine 



3. Views From the Middle East 

 SKILLS: 

 Point of View  

 Persuasive 
Techniques  

 Critical 
Thinking  

 



4. The Iranian Revolution 

 SKILLS: Testing Hypotheses 

 



5. Options Role Play 



6. The Middle East Through Literature 

 SKILLS: Critical Thinking, Textual Analysis 

 



7. Coping With Crisis 

 SKILLS:  Global Awareness 

 



OPTIONS ROLE PLAY:  What should be the US role 
in the Middle East? 

Objective:  

 To analyze the current debate on U.S.     
policy in the Middle East, evaluate  
options, and understand the values that 
support each option. 

Students are assigned to one of the following: 

4 Option Groups: 

• Option 1: Police a Rough 
Neighborhood

• Option 2:  Focus on Oil 

• Option 3: Support Democracy & 
Human Rights 

• Option 4: Break Free of 
Entanglements 

Group #5: U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations 

 



What is an Option? 

 . 



Group 5: Senate Committee 

The Senate asks 
each group 

pointed, clarifying 
questions.  



How Does the Options Role Play Work? 

 Each group makes a 3-5 
minute presentation. 

 Senate asks at least 2 
questions of each group. 

 Decide when others can 
ask questions. 

 After all 4 groups 
present, students enter 
into a deliberative 
dialogue. 



Concluding Activity 

Creating Your Option 5 

 
Students create and express 
their own policy, based on their 
own articulated values.  
 
Students may draw from 
original options or develop an 
original view based on the work 
they have done. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Supplemental Materials 

2. Scholars Online 

3. Teaching with the News 

  US Response to Syria 

  Analyzing Political Cartoons 

  Iranian Nuclear Program 

  Arab Spring 

  Turmoil in Egypt 

  Iraqi Refugees 

But wait, there’s MORE! 
 


