CONVOCATION
Monday, August 19, 2010

Principal's Welcome

l. Opening Selections (musical selections)
Il Pledge of Allegiance — Shawon Jackson, Student Council President
Il. Welcome — Shawon Jackson, Student Council President

IV. welcome - Dr. McGee, President

Would you please join me in thanking Balaji Mani for his

superb performance? Thank you, Balaji.

Good Morning. It is wonderful to see all our juniors and
seniors again; and to extend a very special greeting to our

new students, the Class of 2013.

This past June, I was struck by two separate sports stories.
The first was the Stanley Cup victory for the Chicago
Blackhawks. The interesting part of the championships
was the commentary about Patrick Kane and what he had
achieved at the age of 21. I heard repeatedly that Patrick
Kane had earned this distinction at the age of 21. The



reports somehow missed that Bobby Hull was 22, and Stan
Mikita was also 21 years old when they helped the
Blackhawks win the Stanley Cup in 1961. I was left
wondering whether age 21 was a good milestone to reflect
on life’s accomplishments. This wondering quickly

evaporated when I heard of the passing of John Wooden.

John Wooden was a high school English teacher and
basketball coach in Indiana. As a high school basketball
player, he led his team to three state championships. At
Purdue University, he led his team to a national title. As a
basketball coach, he is best known for leading UCLA to 10
national championships in a 12 year period. As a coach
and a teacher, he 1s known for his integrity and caring. As
a person, he 1s respected for developing his players and
students to contribute to society, more so than athletes. He

also did so working with a very diverse group of athletes.

Given his playing and coaching accomplishments, he 1s still
best known for his writing and teaching. He authored and

spoke to the Pyramid of Success. The pyramid contains 15



qualities for success. At the top of the Pyramid of Success
was "Competitive Greatness" which Wooden defined as
"Perform at your best when your best is required. Your best
is required each day”. His acclaim is largely recognized

due to his reverence for teaching and others.

Where did John Wooden learn reverence? How do you not
stand in awe of the “vast and fascinating world?” (p. 19).
According to Barbara Brown Taylor in her 2009 book,
Reverence requires “close attention to the way things work,
including one’s own participation in their working or not
working” (p. 19). Reverence is the ability to ask unique
and compelling questions about the way things work, a
willingness to stand in awe and to wonder. “Paying
attention, taking care, respecting things, making the
passage from fear to awe” develops reverence. (p. 20). I

am sure you have and you will see this in your teachers.

Philosopher Paul Woodruff, and Dean of Undergraduate
Studies at The University of Texas describes reverence as a

virtue “that keeps people from trying to act like gods™ (p.






